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GCSE Studies:  
The Pathway to
Further Education

Part 1: Important Information at a Glance

Recognising the evolving landscape of online assessment, we are committed to
providing our students with the best possible preparation and support,
ensuring they are well-positioned to excel as online learners.

www.benbridgeacademy.co.uk

Benbridge Academy takes a proactive stance
in guiding students and families through the
examination and qualification process.

At Benbridge Academy, students have the opportunity to tailor their GCSE
options to meet their unique needs. The curriculum includes core subjects and
a variety of other diverse options. While it is recommended that students
choose subjects that match their interests and career goals, our experienced
and dedicated subject specialists will be on hand to guide you, as you make
these all important decisions. 

While the norm in the UK is a minimum of 5 GCSE subjects, students can choose
to take as many extra subjects as they desire, due to our flexible timetable
arrangements.

At Benbridge Academy, you have the opportunity to shape your own
educational pathway, choosing subjects that are right for you at GSCE, with
comprehensive support from us, every step of the way.

https://www.benbridgeacademy.co.uk/
https://www.benbridgeacademy.co.uk/


Before considering the GCSE subjects offered by
the Benbridge Academy team, we will answer
questions that you may have about the practical
realities of gaining GCSEs while attending an
online school.

FAQs

How do Benbridge Academy students sit examinations and gain certified qualification?

Benbridge Academy teachers will prepare our students for all forms of official
assessment through high-quality, personalised teaching and learning. When it comes
to GCSE examinations, we will support families in choosing the best examination
centre to enable online or home schooled students to sit final, summative
examinations.

What is the status of a homeschooled or online student when attending an 
Examination Centre?

The good news is, more often than not, the content overlap between exam board
specifications is very similar. Further to this, Benbridge Academy will make every
effort to ease the transition to a new exam board specification considering workload
and putting programmes of support in place in line with our PEP (Personal Education
Plan) Talk process. 

An external student taking examinations in an examination centre is referred to as a
private candidate and afforded the same careful attention as internal candidates.
External students’ attendance documentation is included with all other students and
sent to the examination board along with their completed examination scripts.

What if a student joins Benbridge Academy mid-way through a GCSE course and has
previously been studying with a different examination board?

An Examination Centre is a school or college with examination centre accreditation.
Local authorities provide support for families seeking the best option for their
children to take examinations. Benbridge Academy will provide support and guidance
related to convenient examination centres and ensure that the registration process is
achieved smoothly and within the correct time frame.

What do we mean by agreed Examination Centres?



What about the practical elements of subjects such as Art, Music and the Sciences?

Benbridge Academy teachers will guide students and families through
straightforward processes to ensure that all practical elements are covered and
assessed in partnership with agreed examiners and examination centres.

Art portfolios can be developed at home and submitted to the examination board
through the agreed examination centre. Art practical examinations will take place
at the same examination centre.  
All of the same applies to Science. While assessment pieces can be composed
and recorded independently but listening examinations will need to take place in
an examination centre.
Regarding Science subjects, we will guide students towards the the non-practical
assessment routes while ensuring that our online provision caters for multiple
virtual practical experiments

Do Examination Centres cater for students with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND)?

All accredited examination centres cater for SEND students and ensure that access
arrangements are in place accordingly.

What are access arrangements and how do we apply for them?

Access arrangements are support measures provided by examination centres and
schools to enable inclusion in the assessment process for students with specific
educational needs, disabilities and temporary medical conditions. Support
includes the use of readers, scribes, adjusted scripts (e.g. braille), rest breaks and
alternative provision for those with misophonia. Access arrangements often
afford SEND students additional time.
Examination centres make applications based upon documented diagnoses
within a regulated timeframe. Benbridge Academy will provide all necessary
guidance, advice and support to enable students to receive necessary access
arrangements.

www.benbridgeacademy.co.uk
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Part 2: GCSE Curriculum Pathways at Benbridge 

As a school that holds true to its core
principles of flexibility and bespoke
learning pathways, our GCSE option
packages can be tailored to meet a
wide range of needs. Our GCSE
timetable includes the compulsory
core subjects (Mathematics, English
and Science) and a wide range of
optional subjects. The following
pages will give you a detailed insight
into each of these subjects.

Before you continue, it is absolutely vital that you bear the
following points in mind:

Subject choices at GCSE should be carefully considered to ensure a balanced
programme of study.  We actively encourage students to pursue subjects that they
simply enjoy as well as those that may lay early career foundations.

Students are expected to take a minimum of 5 GCSE subjects while the UK average
is 9.

 It is possible to take more if you so desire.  Benbridge Academy’s flexible timetable
enables multiple choices. See Figure 1.



Part 3:  The Compulsory Core Subjects

English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Combined Sciences

English Language (Pearson Edexcel) Access the full specification here

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Language is a two year
course leading to two externally examined components and one endorsement for
Spoken Language.  The two components of this course are:

Component 1:  Fictional and Imaginative Writing (40%)
Component 2: Non-Fiction and Transactional Writing (60%)

Component 1:  Fictional and Imaginative Writing (1 hour and 45 minutes)

Students will have many opportunities to read selections from a range of high-
quality, challenging prose fiction, in preparation for responding to an unseen
19th-century prose fiction extract in the examination. They will be taught to read
substantial pieces of writing (extended texts) and to respond in terms of content,
structure and the quality of language. Throughout the qualification, students will
develop the skills of inference, analysis and evaluation. Students studying GCSE
English Literature should be encouraged to analyse and evaluate the use of
English language in a full range of their literature texts.

Students will use what they have learned about the writer’s craft in their reading
of fiction to inspire and influence their own imaginative writing. They will develop
a range of creative writing techniques, and planning and proofreading skills.

English Language

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-2015-englang-spec.pdf


Component 2: Non-Fiction and Transactional Writing

Students will read a variety of high-quality, challenging non-fiction and literary
non-fiction, in preparation to respond to unseen 20th and 21st century non-
fiction in the examination. They will be able to respond with ambitious degrees of
interpretation, analysis and evaluation.

Text types studied will include a range of non-fiction forms, such as journalism
(for example articles and reviews), speeches, journals and reference book
extracts, autobiography, letters, obituaries and travel writing. 

Students will be able to use what they have learned about different text types to
feed into their transactional writing. They will be introduced to, and be given the
opportunity to practise, a range of non-fiction writing techniques, planning and
proofreading skills. The transactional text types that students will be asked to will
be an article, letter, review, text for a speech or section for
guide/textbook/leaflet/booklet.

Pearson Edexcel: Access the full specification here.

English Literature is a two year course. It consists of two externally examined
components.

Study a Shakespeare play
and a post-1914 British play
or novel.
Develop skills to analyse
how the language, form,
structure and context of
texts can create meanings
and effects.
Develop skills to maintain a
critical style and informed
personal response.

Component 1: Shakespeare and Post 1914 Literature

English Literature

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Literature/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/9781446914359_GCSE_2015_L12_Englit.pdf


Section A – Shakespeare: a two-part question, with the first task focused on an
extract of approximately 30 lines. The second task is focused on how a theme
reflected in the extract is explored elsewhere in the play.

Section B – Post-1914 British play or novel: ONE essay question.
Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination).

Assessment details - Component 1

Component 2: 19th Century novel and Poetry since 1789

Develop skills to analyse how the language, form, structure and context of
texts can create meanings and effects.
Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response.
Develop comparison skills.

Assessment details - Component 2

Section A – 19th-century novel: a two part question, with the first part focussed
on an extract of approximately 400 words. The second part is an essay question
exploring the whole text.
Section B – Part 1: ONE question comparing a named poem from the Pearson
Poetry Anthology collection to another poem from that collection. The named
poem will be shown in the question paper. Part 2: ONE question comparing two
unseen contemporary poems.
Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination).



The assessment for each tier of entry consists of three externally-examined
papers, all three must be from the same tier of entry. Students must complete all
three papers in the same assessment series.

The table below illustrates the topic areas covered in this qualification and the
topic area weightings for the assessment of the Foundation tier and the
assessment of the Higher tier.

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 to 1) in Mathematics is a tiered
qualification. There are two tiers:
 
● Foundation tier - grades 1 to 5 available 
● Higher tier grades – 4 to 9 available (grade 3 allowed). 

Pearson Edexcel: Access the full specification here

Mathematics 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf


Combined Science

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

Combined Science consists of six externally examined papers. This specification
enables the study of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and is worth two GCSE
qualifications*. The GCSE in Combined Science 1 will enable students to:

develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the
specific disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics; develop understanding
of the nature, processes and methods of science
develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and
problem-solving skills; develop their ability to evaluate through critical
analysis of methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and
quantitatively.
develop curiosity about the natural world and gain an insight into how science
is relevant to their everyday lives encouraging them to be inspired, motivated
and challenged by the subject and its achievements.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-combinedscience-spec.pdf


Part 4:  The Option Subjects

Business Studies

Media Technology

History

Geography

Humanities

Computer Science

Media Studies

Information & Communication
Technology

Single Award Science

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Modern Languages

Chinese

Spanish

French

Expressive Arts

Music Art & Design

www.benbridgeacademy.co.uk

https://www.benbridgeacademy.co.uk/
https://www.benbridgeacademy.co.uk/


History

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE History consists of three externally examined papers:

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment (Written examination: 1 hour
and 20 minutes

Content overview

 Students take one of the following options:

Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present and Whitechapel, c1870–
c1900: crime, policing and the inner city.
Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the Western
Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches.
Warfare and British society, c1250–present and London and the Second
World War, 1939–45.
Migrants in Britain, c800–present and Notting Hill, c1948–c1970

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study (Written examination: 1 hour and
50 minutes)

Content overview

Students take one of the following British depth study options:
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060–88
The reigns of King Richard I and King John, 1189–1216
Henry VIII and his ministers, 1509–40
Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88.

Students also take one of the following period study options:
Spain and the ‘New World’, c1490–c1555
British America, 1713–83: empire and revolution
The American West, c1835–c1895
Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91
Conflict in the Middle East, 1945–95

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf


Paper 3: Modern depth study (Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes)

Content overview

Students take one of the following modern depth studies:
Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917–41
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
Mao’s China, 1945–76
The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad

Geography

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE Geography consists of three externally- examined papers.

Component 1: The Physical Environment (Written examination: 1 hour and 30
minutes)

Content overview

Topic 1: The changing landscapes of the UK – including optional sub-topics
from whichstudents choose two from three, 1A: Coastal landscapes and
processes, 1B: River landscapes and processes and 1C: Glaciated upland
landscapes and processes.
Topic 2: Weather hazards and climate change
Topic 3: Ecosystems, biodiversity and management

Component 2: The Human Environment 

Content overview

Topic 4: Changing cities
Topic 5: Global development
Topic 6: Resource management – including optional sub-topics from which
students choose one from two, 6A: Energy resource management and 6B:
Water resource management

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Geography_A_Issue3%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Geography_A_Issue3%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Geography_A_Issue3%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Geography_A_Issue3%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-A/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Geography_A_Issue3%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Specification.pdf


Component 3: Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges 9Written
examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes)

Content overview

Topic 7: Geographical investigations fieldwork
Topic 8: Geographical investigations

Business Studies

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE Business consists of two externally-examined papers.

Theme 1: Investigating small business (Written examination: 1 hour and 45
minutes)

Content overview

Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice
Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on 

Theme 2: Building a business (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview

Topic 2.1 Growing the business
Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions
Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions
Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions
Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf


Music

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE Music consists of three components

Component 1: Performing (Non-examined assessment: internally marked and
externally moderated)

Content overview
Solo performing; Ensemble performing; Approaches to performing

Assessment overview
Students perform for at least four minutes’ combined duration

Solo performance: this must be of at least one minute in duration, and may
comprise one or more pieces
Ensemble performance: this must be of at least one minute in duration, and
may comprise one or more pieces

Component 2: Composing (Non-examined assessment: internally marked and
externally moderated)

Content overview
Developing musical ideas; Compositional techniques and strategies; Ensuring
technical control and coherence; Methods of notating composition scores

Assessment overview
Students compose two compositions, of at least three minutes: one composition
to a brief set by Pearson, of at least one minute in duration; one free composition
set by the student, of at least one minute in duration.

Component 3: Appraising (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview

Musical elements, musical contexts and musical language. Areas of study:
Instrumental Music 1700–1820; Vocal Music; Music for Stage and Screen;
Fusions.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Music_Specification_issue4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Music_Specification_issue4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Music_Specification_issue4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Music_Specification_issue4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Pearson_Edexcel_GCSE_9_to_1_in_Music_Specification_issue4.pdf


Assessment overview

Section A – Areas of study, dictation, and unfamiliar pieces (68 marks)- Six
questions related to six of the eight set works- One short melody/rhythm
completion exercise- One question on an unfamiliar piece (skeleton score
provided) with questions on its musical elements, musical contexts and musical
language.

Section B – Extended response comparison between a set work and one
unfamiliar piece (12 marks)- One question that asks students to compare and/or
evaluate the musical- elements, musical contexts and musical language of one set
work with one unfamiliar piece of music.

Audio files with the music extracts will be played to all students at the same time
and will repeat the extracts a set number of times.

Art & Design

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE Art and Design consists of two internally assessed and
externally moderated components.

Component 1: Personal Portfolio (internally set)
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment.

This qualification can be achieved by choosing one of the following six titles: Art
and Design (Art, Craft and Design); Art and Design (Fine Art); Art and Design
(Graphic Communication); Art and Design (Textile Design); Art and Design (Three-
dimensional Design); Art and Design (Photography)

Component 1: Personal Portfolio

Content overview

Students undertaking Art, Craft and Design must create work associated with
areas of study chosen from at least two of the endorsed titles. Students
undertaking one of the endorsed titles must create work associated with at least
one area of study for that title.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse-art-design-2016-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse-art-design-2016-spec.pdf


Students create a personal portfolio of work that demonstrates specified
knowledge and skills.

This component allows students opportunities to:
develop and explore ideas
research primary and contextual sources
experiment with media, materials, techniques and processes
present personal response(s) to theme(s) set by the centre

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment

Content overview

The Externally Set Assignment (ESA) represents the culmination of the GCSE
course as it draws together all the knowledge, understanding and skills developed
in Component 1.

Students must continue to work in the same title as they did for the Personal
Portfolio. Art, Craft and Design students are required to create work associated
with at least one area of study for this component. Students must present
personal response(s) to an externally set broad-based thematic starting point, set
by Pearson in the ESA paper. 

This component allows students opportunities to:
develop and explore ideas
research primary and contextual sources
experiment with media, materials, techniques and processes
present personal response(s) to the externally-set theme.

Information and Communication Technology

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

IGCSE ICT develops important skills in students, such as data handling, which are
transferable and useful for a wide range of jobs. In an increasingly digital world,
we want to provide students with every opportunity to learn skills that will enable
them to thrive.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Information%20and%20Communication%20Technology/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/international-gcse-in-ict-spec.pdf


Paper 1: Written Paper (Examination 1 hour and 30 minutes)

Content summary

Students must study all of the following topics:

Topic 1: Digital Devices
Topic 2: Connectivity
Topic 3: Operating Online
Topic 4: Online Goods and Services

Students will: gain knowledge and understanding of Information and
Communication Technology; develop skills to apply knowledge and
understanding to produce ICT-based solutions; develop skills of analysis and
evaluation, making reasoned judgements and presenting conclusions.

Paper 2: Practical Paper (Practical Examination- 3 hours)

Content summary

Topic 5: Applying Information and Communication Technology
Topic 6: Software Skills

Students will: gain knowledge and understanding of Information and
Communication Technology; develop skills to apply the knowledge and
understanding they acquire in all topics (1–6); to produce ICT-based solutions;
develop skills of analysis and evaluation, making reasoned judgements and
presenting conclusions.

Computer Science

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE Computer Science consists of two externally-examined papers.
Paper 1 is a written examination and Paper 2 is a practical onscreen
assessment.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/2020/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_L1_L2_Computer_Science_2020_Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/2020/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_L1_L2_Computer_Science_2020_Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/2020/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_L1_L2_Computer_Science_2020_Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/2020/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_L1_L2_Computer_Science_2020_Specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/2020/specification-and-sample-assessments/GCSE_L1_L2_Computer_Science_2020_Specification.pdf


Paper 1: Principles of Computer Science (Written examination: 1 hour and 30
minutes)

Topic 1: Computational thinking – understanding of what algorithms are, what
they are used for and how they work; ability to follow, amend and write
algorithms; ability to construct truth tables.
Topic 2: Data – understanding of binary, data representation, data storage and
compression.
Topic 3: Computers – understanding of hardware and software components of
computer systems and characteristics of programming languages.
Topic 4: Networks – understanding of computer networks and network
security.
Topic 5: Issues and impact – awareness of emerging trends in computing
technologies, and the impact of computing on individuals, society and the
environment, including ethical, legal and ownership issues.

Paper 2: Application of Computational Thinking (Onscreen examination: 2 hours)

This paper will assess Topic 6: Problem solving with programming.

The main focus of this paper is: understanding what algorithms are, what they are
used for and how they work in relation to creating programs; understanding how
to decompose and analyse problems; ability to read, write, refine and evaluate
programs.

BTEC Creative Media Production

Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

The BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Creative Media Production is for learners
who want to acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational
contexts by applying the learned knowledge and processes related to
investigating, exploring and creating media products as part of their Key Stage
learning. The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge and
vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The qualification will broaden the
learners experience and understanding of the varied progression options
available to them.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/creative-media-production/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-Level-1-2-Tech-Award-in-Creative-Media-Production-Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/creative-media-production/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-Level-1-2-Tech-Award-in-Creative-Media-Production-Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/creative-media-production/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-Level-1-2-Tech-Award-in-Creative-Media-Production-Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/creative-media-production/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-Level-1-2-Tech-Award-in-Creative-Media-Production-Spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/creative-media-production/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC-Level-1-2-Tech-Award-in-Creative-Media-Production-Spec.pdf


Learners are required to complete and achieve all three components
below in the qualification.

Exploring Media Products: Looking at a range of past and present media
products, such as podcasts, magazines and mobile apps, learners will examine
how media products engage audiences for a given purpose. Learners will
develop their understanding of the relationship between media products,
their audiences and purposes through analysis, discussion, note taking and
lectures.

1.

Developing Digital Media Production Skills: Learners will participate in
workshops and classes to develop media production skills and techniques
appropriate to one, or all, of the following media sectors: audio/moving image,
publishing and interactive media.

2.

Create a Media Product in Response to a Brief: In this component, learners
will respond to a client brief and create a product in one of the following
media sectors: audio/moving image, publishing or interactive. They will
interpret the client’s needs and engage in the process of ideas generation,
selecting and refining their ideas until they are satisfied that they have an idea
that meets the requirements of the brief.

3.

The three components focus on the assessment of knowledge, skills and
practices. These are all essential to developing a basis for progression and,
therefore, learners need to achieve all components in order to achieve the
qualification. The components are interrelated and they are best seen as part of
an integrated whole rather than as totally distinct study areas. Learners will
normally take this qualification over a two-year period or longer. This means that
they must be given the opportunity to build their confidence in understanding
the sector, vocational contexts and vocational attributes over a long period
during the course of study before they are assessed. As the interrelated
components are not linked to occupational roles, certification is not available at
component level.



Single Award Sciences

For those students wishing to opt for more than one science, it is our
recommendation that students take the ‘Combined Sciences’ option. Should a
student wish to explore one science in more depth, we recommend ‘Combined
Sciences’ + one single award science subject. 

Biology                           Chemistry                          Physics

Biology Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE Biology consists of two externally-examined papers. These are
available at foundation tier and higher tier.

Paper 1 (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview
Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology
Topic 2 – Cells and control
Topic 3 – Genetics
Topic 4 – Natural selection and genetic modification
Topic 5 – Health, disease and the development of medicines

Assessment overview: A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-
choice questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-
response questions.

Paper 2 (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview
Topic 1 – Key concepts in biology
Topic 6 – Plant structures and their functions
Topic 7 – Animal coordination, control and homeostasis
Topic 8 – Exchange and transport in animals
Topic 9 – Ecosystems and material cycles

Assessment overview: A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-
choice questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-
response questions.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-biology-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-biology-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-biology-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-biology-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-biology-spec.pdf


Chemistry Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE (9–1) Chemistry consists of two externally-examined papers.
These are available at foundation tier and higher tier. Students must
complete all assessments in the same tier. 

Paper 1 (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview

Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry
Topic 2 – States of matter and mixtures
Topic 3 – Chemical changes
Topic 4 – Extracting metals and equilibria
Topic 5 – Separate chemistry 1

Assessment overview: A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-
choice questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-
response questions.

Paper 2 (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview

Topic 1 – Key concepts in chemistry
Topic 6 – Groups in the periodic table
Topic 7 – Rates of reaction and energy changes
Topic 8 – Fuels and Earth science
Topic 9 – Separate chemistry 2

Assessment overview: A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-
choice questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-
response questions.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-chemistry-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-chemistry-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-chemistry-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-chemistry-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-chemistry-spec.pdf


Physics Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

GCSE Physics consists of two externally-examined papers. These are
available at foundation tier and higher tier.

Paper 1 (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview

Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics
Topic 2 – Motion and forces
Topic 3 – Conservation of energy
Topic 4 – Waves
Topic 5 – Light and the electromagnetic spectrum
Topic 6 – Radioactivity 
Topic 7 – Astronomy

Assessment overview: A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-
choice questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-
response questions.

Paper 2 (Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Content overview

Topic 1 – Key concepts of physics
Topic 8 – Energy - Forces doing work
Topic 9 – Forces and their effects
Topic 10 – Electricity and circuits
Topic 11 – Static electricity
Topic 12 – Magnetism and the motor effect
Topic 13 – Electromagnetic induction
Topic 14 – Particle model
Topic 15 – Forces and matter

Assessment overview: A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-
choice questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open-
response questions.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-physics-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-physics-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-physics-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-physics-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-physics-spec.pdf


Modern Languages

French                           Spanish                           Chinese

Paper 1: Speaking in French (Internally conducted and externally assessed)

Students are assessed on their ability to speak using clear and comprehensible
language for a range of audiences and purposes, in different contexts, which are
relevant to their current and future needs and interests. There are three
consecutive tasks: Task 1: Read aloud; Task 2: Role play; Task 3: Picture task with
conversation 

Paper 2: Listening and understanding in French (Written examination: Foundation
tier: 45 minutes; Higher tier: 60 minutes)

Students are assessed on their understanding of standard spoken French by one
or
more speakers, across a range of formal and informal contexts, and in familiar
and
unfamiliar settings.

Section A: Listening- Students respond to multiple-choice, multiple-response and
short-answer open response questions. All questions are set in English and
students produce all responses in English. Section B: Dictation- Students are
assessed on their ability to transcribe spoken French into written French. They
will be rewarded for their accuracy of spelling based on their knowledge and
understanding of the sound symbol correspondences (SSCs) listed in the
specification in

Paper 3: Reading and understanding in French (Written examination: Foundation
tier- 45 minutes, 50 marks;Higher tier- 60 minutes). 

Students are assessed on their understanding of written French across a range of
formal and informal contexts, and in familiar and unfamiliar settings.

French Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000023-gcse-french-specification-2024-issue-1-1.pdf


Section A: Reading and Understanding: Students respond to multiple-choice,
multiple-response and short-answer open response questions based on these
texts. All questions are set in English and students produce all responses in
English. 

Section B: Translation into English: Students translate a passage from French into
English, with instructions in English. 

Paper 4: Writing in French (Written examination: Foundation tier: 1 hour 15
minutes; Higher tier: 1 hour 20 minutes) 

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing
in French for different purposes and audiences. Students are required to produce
responses of varying lengths and types to express ideas and opinions in French.
The instructions to students are in English.

Spanish Pearson Edexcel:  Access full specification here.

Paper 1: Speaking in Spanish (Internally conducted and externally assessed)

Students are assessed on their ability to speak using clear and comprehensible
language for a range of audiences and purposes, in different contexts, which are
relevant to their current and future needs and interests. There are three
consecutive tasks: Task 1: Read aloud; Task 2: Role play; Task 3: Picture task (12
marks) with conversation (16 marks)

Paper 2: Listening and understanding in Spanish (Written examination:Foundation
tier- 45 minutes; Higher tier: 60 minutes)

Students are assessed on their understanding of standard spoken Spanish by one
or more speakers, across a range of formal and informal contexts, and in familiar
and unfamiliar settings.

Section A: Listening- Students respond to multiple-choice, multiple-response and
short-answer open response questions. All questions are set in English and
students produce all responses in English.

Section B: Dictation- Students are assessed on their ability to transcribe spoken
Spanish into written Spanish. They will be rewarded for their accuracy of spelling
based on their knowledge and understanding of the sound symbol
correspondences (SSCs) listed in the specification.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000027-gcse-spanish-specification-2024-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000027-gcse-spanish-specification-2024-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000027-gcse-spanish-specification-2024-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000027-gcse-spanish-specification-2024-issue-1.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Spanish/2024/specification-and-sample-assessments/gq000027-gcse-spanish-specification-2024-issue-1.pdf


Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Spanish (Written examination: Foundation
tier- 45 minutes; Higher tier- 60 minutes)

Students are assessed on their understanding of written Spanish across a range
of formal and informal contexts, and in familiar and unfamiliar settings.

Section A: Reading and Understanding- Students respond to multiple-choice,
multiple-response and short-answer open response questions based on these
texts. All questions are set in English and students produce all responses in
English.

Section B: Translation into English- Students translate a passage from Spanish
into English, with instructions in English.

Paper 4: Writing in Spanish (Written examination:Foundation tier-1 hour 15
minutes; Higher tier: 1 hour 20 minutes)

Students are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing
in Spanish for different purposes and audiences. 

Students are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to
express ideas and opinions in Spanish. The instructions to students are in English.

Chinese Pearson Edexcel (spoken Mandarin; spoken Cantonese):
Access full specification here.

Paper 1: Listening and understanding in Chinese (Written examination:
Foundation tier- 35 minutes; Higher tier: 45 minutes)

Content overview

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics.

Assessment overview: Students are assessed on their understanding of standard
spoken Chinese by one or more speakers in a range of public and social settings.
Students will respond to multiple-response and short-answer open-response
questions based on a recording featuring male and female Chinese speakers.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Chinese/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-chinese-issue5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Chinese/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-chinese-issue5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Chinese/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-chinese-issue5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Chinese/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-chinese-issue5.pdf


Paper 2: Speaking in Chinese (Internally conducted and externally assessed

Content overview

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics.

Assessment overview: Students are assessed on their ability to communicate and
interact effectively through speaking in Chinese for different purposes and in
different settings. 

There are three tasks which must be conducted in the following order: Task 1 – a
role play based on one topic that is allocated by Pearson; Task 2 – questions
based on a picture stimulus based on one topic that is allocated by Pearson; Task
3 – conversation based on two themes. The first theme is based on the topic
chosen by the student in advance of the assessment. The second theme is
allocated by Pearson.

The assessment will be available in Mandarin and Cantonese. 

Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Chinese (Written examination: Foundation
tier:- 50 minutes; Higher tier- 1 hour 5 minutes

Content overview

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics.

Assessment overview: Students are assessed on their understanding of written
Chinese across a range of different types of texts, including advertisements,
emails, letters, articles and literary texts. Students are required to respond to
multiple-response and short-answer questions based on these texts.

The assessment will be available in traditional and simplified characters. All
questions and texts are printed twice, once with texts using traditional/full
characters and once with texts in simplified characters.



Paper 4: Writing in Chinese (Written examination:Foundation tier: 1 hour 20
minutes; Higher tier: 1 hour 25 minutes

Content overview

This paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all the themes and topics.

Assessment overview: Students are assessed on their ability to communicate
effectively through writing in Chinese for different purposes and audiences.
Students are required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to
express ideas and opinions in Chinese. 
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